Mr. Steve St-Amant 
Flat #7 Hanover House 
St John’s Wood High St. 

London, NW8 7DX 

February 5, 2015 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission 

2 Marlow Road 

Maidenhead 

Berkshire 

SL6 7DX 

United Kingdom 

RE: L/Cpl. Robert King 26 th Bn, Aug. 8, 1918 Villers-Brettonneux Military 
Cemetery XVI. D. 10 

To Whom It May Concern, 

Introduction 

1. During a recent trip to Villers-Bretonneux Military cemetery in France, I 
noted several headstones of unknown Canadian soldiers with Battalion (Bn) 
affiliated graves. In particular, I found one headstone located in plot XVI-D-10, 
which contained the remains of a Lance Corporal of the 26 th Bn killed on August 8 th , 
1918. After consulting both primary and secondary sources, I have a high degree of 
confidence this soldier can be identified. In order to attempt to identify this soldier, 
this analysis will be broken down into three parts: First, I will briefly discuss the 
whereabouts and actions of the 26 th Bn, Canadian Expeditionary Force (CEF), in 
early August 1918. Second, I will provide the names and details of those Lance 
Corporals of the 26 th Bn who perished in 1918. Third, and finally, I will summarize 
what has been discovered and present my findings. 

Part I - Christening the Ground 

2. Given the grave location of the unknown Lance Corporal of the 26 th Bn buried 
in Villers-Bretonneux cemetery (see Appendix A), it is necessary to situate the 
geographic location of the grave and its subsequent relation to the action 
undertaken by the 26 th Bn during the first week of August, 1918 - particularly 
August 8 th . 

3. At a macro-level, the summer of 1918 proved to be a relative period of 
relative optimism for the Allied armies. On one hand, the French Army continued to 
have success with its counterattacks on the Marne while on the other hand, the 
German army failed with its operations near Reims. In addition, the United States 




continued to flood materiel and men into France to bolster the allied effort. As a 
result, these turns of events permitted the allies to seize the initiative and go from 
the defensive onto the offensive. 1 

4. In order to maintain the momentum, General Foch proposed to Field Marshal 
Haig three particular, but limited, offensives with the aim of improving French lines 
of communication. The offensive pertinent to the CEF, and this analysis, was to be 
launched near Amiens in order to "...remove the threat posed by the Montdidier- 
Moreuil salient to the Paris-Amiens railway...." 2 

5. With a high degree of secrecy, and with the exception of a few units required 
for deception purposes, the bulk of the CEF was quietly moved from its sector in 
Arras into its staging area just slightly southeast of Villers-Bretonneux. After a short 
period of training, the 26 th Bn, according to its war diary, moved into its allocated 
position during the evening of August 5 th . On August 7 th , however, the 26 th Bn 
moved into their assembly trenches in front of Cachy, France and its final 
disposition noted in their official War Diary. 3 

6. At 0420hrs on the 8 th of August 1918, the offensive known as "the last one 
hundred days" began for the men of the CEF. By approximately 0600hrs, the men of 
the 26 th Bn were firmly engaged in combat. Notwithstanding the success of the 
previous brigade as they moved through the sector, several machine gun nests had 
remained undetected in a wheat field. This was problematic for the 26 th Bn as the 
fog was also lifting during their advance, providing German machine gun crews with 
an ample supply of targets. Consequently, several companies of the 26 th Bn suffered 
considerable casualties before reaching their first objective - the green line - 
depicted in Appendix B. By August 11 th the 26 th Bn is pulled from the trenches and 
goes into reserve. For its actions between August 8 th and August 11 th , 1918, the 26 th 
Bn suffered considerable losses - one of whom being the soldier now buried in plot 
XVI-D-10. Given the date of death for this particular soldier, there is no further 
requirement to delve deeper into the official histories and it is at this point the 
historical narrative ends. 

Part II - The Lance Corporals of the 26 th Battalion lost in 1918 

7. To begin the analysis, there was a requirement to determine how many 
Lance Corporals of the 26 th Bn were killed during 1918. Before we do so, however, 
it is necessary to point out what will not be included - namely, those Lance 
Corporals of the 26 th Bn killed between the arrival of the battalion in France until 
December 31 st , 1917. The logic behind this omission is based on the geographic 



1 Nicholson, G.W.L., Canadian Expeditionary Force, 1914-1919, (Ottawa: Department of National 
Defence, 1962], 386. 

2 Ibid. 

3 War Diaries of the First World War, Library and Archives Canada. Diaries for the 26 th Battalion, CEF, 
can be found here. 



location of the 26 th Bn for those particular years. In short, it means a particular 
soldier can be eliminated from this analysis because the location of the 26 th Bn 
during those years would not be consistent with the location of the casualty buried 
in plot XVI-D-10. 

8. With the above in mind, a consultation of the 26 th Bn’s history, New 
Brunswick’s Fighting 26 th Battalion, was warranted. 4 One of the Appendices of this 
well written history is a roll of honour, which identifies all those members of the 
26 th Bn lost during the First World War. Combing through this particular section of 
the book revealed a total of fourteen Lance Corporals who were lost in 1918 (details 
are contained in Appendix C). They are: 

a. Daniel Harold Keleher - 08/04/18; 

b. James Rasco - 08/04/18; 

c. Robert King - 08/08/18; 

d. Neil Benjamin McLeod - 08/08/18; 

e. Earl Alexander Moore - 08/08/18; 

f. John Addison Orser - 08/08/18; 

g. Thomas Henry Pirie - 08/08/18; 

h. Francis James Cameron - 08/08/18; 

i. Clayton Crowley - 28/08/18; 

j. Charles William Darcus - 28/08/18; 

k. Garth Leland Miller - 28/08/18; 

l. George Frederick Glass - 31/08/18; 

m. Alfred Morris Thorne - 12/11/18; and 

n. Everett Watson MacRae - 22/11/18. 



9. Of the casualties noted in the paragraph above, twelve of them can be 
immediately removed from the analysis as they have known burials. Only two 



4 S. Douglas MacGowan et al, New Brunswick’s "Fighting 26 th " - A History of The 26 th New Brunswick 
Battalion, C.E.F. 1914-1919, (Saint John: Neptune Publishing Company, 1994), pgs 340-347. 




Lance Corporals of the 26 th Bn are listed on the Vimy Memorial with no known 
grave. They are: 

a. Robert King - 08/08/18; and 

b. Charles William Darcus - 28/08/18 

Thus, we will now turn our attention to L/Cpl King and L/Cpl Darcus and focus on 
their specific circumstances. 

Part III - Findings & Conclusions 

10. Referring to Appendices D & E respectively, the Commonwealth War Graves 
Registers, both documents clearly state that both L/Cpl King & L/Cpl Darcus were to 
be commemorated on the Vimy Memorial. The reason behind this situation was that 
both were not known to have any grave at the time. An interesting fact is revealed 
by the Burial Returns report contained in Appendix A, which notes the unknown 
L/Cpl buried in Villers-Bretonneux cemetery had an approximate burial location, 
62D SE V2 D.2.3 (plotted in Appendix B). 5 

11. The Circumstances of Death (CoD) files for both L/Cpl King and L/Cpl Darcus, 
contained in Appendix F also reveal additional information useful to this particular 
analysis. In the case of L/Cpl King, two key pieces of information emerge from his 
CoD file: First, the narrative states that he became a casualty "during an attack from 
Cachy to Caix, [where] he was hit in the stomach by machine gun bullets and killed 
instantly." Second, the date of him becoming a casualty is noted as August 8 th , 1918. 

12. In a similar vein, the CoD file for L/Cpl Darcus also indicates two important 
pieces of information: First, the geographic location of where Darcus’ death occurs 
is noted as an "attack to vicinity of Cherisy-Hendecourt Road." Second, the date of 
his death is noted as the 28 th of August, 1918. 

13. With the information contained in paragrapsh 11 and 12, we now know for 
certain that L/Cpl Darcus met his untimely death approximately 58 kilometres 
north-northeast of where the unknown L/Cpl of the 26 th Bn was buried. 6 Within the 
First World War context, it is extremely unlikely the unknown soldier buried in plot 
XVI-D-10 can be L/Cpl Darcus as the distance between the two locations is too far 
apart both in terms of actual distance and by date. 



5 The location of the exhumation is generic as you will note in Appendix D that all of the casualties on 
that particular sheet were recovered from the same grid location. Casualties were likely collected 
post battle and placed in a central area for burial. 

6 Distance is approximate and was generated online using a generic maps application and based on a 
walking, vice driving, route to simulate the movement of the 26 th Bn during August 1918. 




13. In the case of L/Cpl King, however, we know for certain he was killed in the 
same geographic area as the unknown who was originally buried at GR 62D SE V2 
D.2.3. The exact location of his death will remain unknown but the Battalion history 
notes that as the 26 th Bn advanced between its jump off point and to its first 
objective, the Green Line, at "...about 2000 yards southwest of Marcelcave they 
encountered machinegun nests in a wheat field that had been overlooked in the fog 
by the 4 th Bde troops ahead of them." 7 While the companies of the 26 th overcame 
these obstacles, they did not do so without taking heavy casualties, which is noted in 
the Appendices of the 26 th Bn’s official war diary. As a result, it is highly likely L/Cpl 
King was one of the initial casualties during the early morning of the 8 th of August. 
See Appendix F for map detail of operations conducted by the 26 th Bn during the 
morning of August 8 th , 1918. 

14. Therefore, it is with a high degree of certainty based on knowing the 
whereabouts of other L/Cpl casualties of the 26 th Bn for 1918, the date of death, 
location of the action, and the proximity to the original burial of the unknown, that 
the remains resting at plot XVI-D-10 are in fact those of L/Cpl King. Furthermore, 
the compilation of the Roll of Honour contained within "New Brunswick’s " Fighting 
26 th " rules out the possibility of any temporary promotions as the Pt II orders would 
have been consulted to verify both casualties, casualty circumstances, and the 
recording of substantive promotions. 

15. Given the above, I humbly petition the Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission to review and concur with the facts contained herein and subsequently 
change the headstone in plot XVI-D-10 of Villers-Bretonneux Military Cemetery to 
reflect the details of Lance Corporal Robert King, late of the 26 th Battalion, New 
Brunswick Regiment, CEF. 

Very Respectfully, 



Original Signed By 
Steve St. Amant 



7 S. Douglas MacGowan et al, New Brunswick’s "Fighting 26 th ", pg 258. 
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APPENDIX A: Concentration of Graves (Exhumation and Reburial) Burial Returns 

(Plot 16 Row D Grave 10 Villers Bretonneux Military Cemetery, Commonwealth War Graves Commission) 
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This form to be rundorud in duplicate, one copy being handed to tho Registration Officer «nii the other retained, by the Burial Officer. 



APPENDIX B: Trench Map Diagram Situating movement of the 26 th Battalion, August 8 th , 1918 




Appendix C: Table Of Lance Corporals Of The 26 th Battalion Killed In 1918 
Note: Links are active to the Veterans Affairs Canada Virtual War Memorial 
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APPENDIX D: Commonwealth War Graves Register - Lance Corporal Charles Darcus 





APPENDIX E: Commonwealth War Graves Register - Lance Corporal Robert King 
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APPENDIX F: Circumstances of Death Registers 



Circumstances of Death - L/Cpl Charles Darcus 
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Circumstances of Death - L/Cpl Robert King 
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Note: In both circumstances, the Circumstances of Death files were truncated, as there was no 
additional information on the second images provided by the National Archives of Canada. 



APPENDIX G: Graves Registration Report Form 

(Plot 16 Row D Grave 10 Villers Bretonneux Military Cemetery, Commonwealth War Graves Commission) 
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